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In 1868 the present Union Pa~_gic Railroad Company extended its 
web of railroads to a place in the heart of Western Kansas, which later 
' became lmown as Gove County.l The railroad's first passengers were the 
buffalo hunters, and its first business was the shipping of buffalo 
meat. By the time the first settlers reached the county, the buffaloes 
had vanished be£ore the smoke of the hunter's gun. They lived only in 
the tales that the hunter handed down to his children. 
This thesis is dedicated to the study of the economic develop-
ment of Gove County, once the home of Indians and buffaloes. The author 
realizes that so broad a field cannot be covered in great detail, but 
to study only one phase of the subject would not fulfill the desire of 
the reader to lmow the early econo ·c conditions and history, as well 
as the present day trends in Gove County; ther efore, the plan of this 
thesis is to devote a chapter to each important division of the economic 
development of the county. 
In the following chapter is outlined the natural characteristics 
of the soil and climate and their influence upon economic development. 
A chapter is devoted to the history of the county. The pioneer spirit 
and other characteristics of the early settlers have contributed a 
large part in the direction and development of economic activity. 
1 W. P. Harrington, History of~ County (Gove: Republican 
Gazette Office, 1930). 
2 
Evidence of economic progress such as transportation and trade, as well 
as agriculture and oil, are discussed. An appraisal of the social and 
political development is developed in the last two chapters. 
In order to bring the problem to a successful conclusion in the 
limited space available the important historical and economic events 
are so organized as to give a logical presentation of the general trends 





Physiography and Geology 
Gove eounty is located in the northwestern part of Kansas, 
lying in the third tier of counties south of the northern boundary 
and is the third county east of the western boundary of the state. 
The county has an area of 1,080 square miles. Gove City, lying a 
little north of the center, is the county seat. 
The surface features ar e, in general, undulating with bluffs, 
rough lands, and deep ravines adjacent to the streams. The Smoky Hill 
River crosses the southern tier of townships from west to east and has 
Plum and Indian creeks as tributaries from the northwest, and a large 
number of small creeks from the south. Hackberry Creek, which is formed 
by the union of three smaller creeks, winds southeast through the county. 
It becomes a tributary of the Smoky Hill River in Trego County. Big 
Creek has its source in the northeastern part of the county, and flows 
southeast over the eastern border. The bottoms on the SmolC"J Hill River 
average one-half mile in width, and are dotted here and there with an 
occasional group of cottonwood trees. 
Along the banks of t he Hackberry Creek and its branches is found 
an abundance of white, pink and buff limestone. Gypsum beds are found 
along the valley of the Smoky Hill, and it is said that mineral paint 
4 
exists in several localities. However, no effort has been made to test 
its commercial value.2 
Climate 
There are three rather distinct climates in Kansas which are 
partly a result of the transition from the moderate elevation of 700 
feet i~ the eastern part of the state to slightly more than 4,000 feet 
in the northwestern part. 
Gove County is located in the western third of Kansas, often 
called "The Short Grass Country." The air may be compared to the dry 
and bracing air of the resort region of the Rocky Mountains. The amount 
of sunshine exceeds that of almost any part of the country except the 
Southwest. Sunnners have a tendency to be exceptionally warm--even hot 
--but are very healthful, wit h low relative humidity during the periods 
of high temperatures and usually a good wind movement. Summer nights 
are generally cool.3 
Alternate masses of warm moist air moving north from the Gulf 
of Mexico and currents of cold, dry air moving from the polar regions 
crosses the area. The weather is frequently subject to sharp changes. 
Such changes are often of short duration.4 
Due to the dryness of the air, the formation of dew in the western 
part of the state is rather rare. This is a great advantage to farmers as 
2 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Sixth Biennial Report (Topeka: 
Kansas Publishing House, 1889), P• 174. 
3 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Climate of Kansas (Topeka: 
State Printer, 1948), P• 1. 
4 Loe. cit. 
5 
they can begin harvesting, especially combining wheat, at an earlier 
hour in the forenoon. Frost is also not so likely to occur in dry air. 
The dew point is generally soF'that temperatures 2° to 4° below 
freezing have been known to occur with no deposit of frost or damage 
to tender vegetation.5 
The growing season for Gove County averages 167 days a year. 
The length of the growing season varies from year to year, the shortest 
being 133 days. The longest growing season on record was 204 days. 
The earliest date of a killing frost in the fall was on September 16, 
1903. May 27, 1907, was the latest date of a killing frost in the spring. 
The average date of a killing frost is April 28.6 
The amount of moisture that falls from year t o year i s t he chief 
factor in determining the growth and yield of crops. From 70 to 77 
per cent of the annual rainfall fall~when it is most needed during the 
crop-growing months . of April to Sept ember.? 
The comparatively low rainfall of Western Kansas has been an 
important factor in the production of high protein wheat. Limited rain-
. fall during the latter stages of growth of the wheat plant, combined 
with ':favorable temperatures, favor nitrification processes in the soil. 
Ample nitrogen is made available for protein synthesis at a critical 
time during the growth of the wheat plant. Limited rainfall frequently 
5 Ibid., P• 7. 
6 Ibid., P• 223. 
7 Ibid., P• 2. 
6 
results in only moderate total growth of the wheat plant and, consequently, 
helps to assure high protein wheat.8 
The United States Depar.tment of Agriculture has carried on inves-
\ tigations in its udry-land" experiment stations which show that only 
31 per cent of the limited crop yields in the Great Plains area are due 
to inadequate annual precipitation. Inhibitory factors were the causes 
of the majority of the l~v yields. Thus, crop production is impeded 
by such factors as hailstorms, hot winds, plant diseases, high winds, 
insects, soil blowing, insufficient moisture, and other factors.9 
Table I on page 7 shows the precipitation at Quinter, Kansas, 
for the period, 1931 to 1946. The distribution of precipitation through 
the various months is indicated. The average rainfall in Gove County, 
19.76 inches, compares favorably with other western Kansas counties. 
Table II shows the amounts of rainfall for various parts of Western 
Kansas. 
Figure 1 on page 8 reveals the great fluctuations in precipi-
tation from month to month. The smallest amount occurs during the months 
of December and January, and the greatest amount during the month of June . 
8 Loe. cit. -- --
9 Marvin Hubert, "The Economic Development of Gray County, 
Kansas," (unpublished Master's thesis, Fort Hays Kansas State College, 
Hays, Kansas, 1939), p. 12. 
TABLE I 
MONTHLY AND ANNUAL PRECIPITATION 
FOR QUINTER 
(19)1 to 1946) 
7 
1931 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual 
1931 T 1.36 3.60 2.87 0.82 1.73 2.60 5.57 0.30 1.39 1.26 0.38 21.8 
1932 1.25 0.73 1.18 1.89 1.98 4.53 1.32 1.62 5.68 1.23 0.09 0.20 21.7 
1933 o.n 0.08 0.24 2.44 3.08 0.711.47 3.05 1.54 0.27 o.65 1.37 15.01 
1934 T 1.14 0.63 0.34 2.02 3.01 0.96 0.88 0.83 0.29 0.72 0.08 10.90 
1935 0.02 o.48 0.20 0.43 5.5810.13 1.86 0.30 3.92 o.68 1.67 0.05 25.32 
1936 0.16 0.28 T 0.99 6.24 2.110.541.17 3.81 0.90 0.02 0.64 16.86 
1937 0.50 0.38 0.75 0.26 1.00 2.46 1.27 0.97 1.78 1.80 0.14 0.17 11.48 
1938 0.19 0~49 o.86 2.54 6.22 2.40 2.39 0.17 2.03 0.29 o.41 T 17.99 
1939 0.28 1.24 2.30 1.49 0.80 3.08 1.38 3.04 T 0.02 0.00 0.9114.54 
1940 0.45 o.46 1.66 1.113.301.55 1.71 2.73 1.60 1.95 1.66 0.7118.89 
19411.11 0.56 0.21 3.73 2.19:0.67 4.19 0.80 1.98 1.23 0.52 1.30 28.49 
1942 0.36 o.46 2.58 4.011.20 2.92 1.08 3.86 2.23 1.98 0.30 1.14 22.i2 
1943 0.08 0.32 0.51 2.69 2.93 7.78 3.40 1.63 o.68 0.24 0.08 o.58 20.92 . 
1944 1.80 1.57 2.22 4.78 4.17 2.35 8.29 2.41o.661.18 1.49 0.40 31.32 
1945 1.30 0.16 0.07 4.89 1.63 5.52 2.07 1.72 1.36 0.49 T 0.79 20.00 
1946 0.16 T 3.21 0.35 4.52 3.00 2.42 3.46 5.47 7.23 2.51 T 32.33 
Norm 0.26 0.62 0.89 2.05 2.81 3.29 2.80 2.38 2.08 1.30 o.68 0.60 19.76 
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RAINFALL IN WESTERN KANSAS 
Period covered Dodge Garden Hays Wallace Cimaron western third 
by averages City City of Kansas 
1871-1880 25.84 17.63 
1881-1890 21.81 12.lOa 21.71 16.33 
1891-1900 21.71 17.95 22.34 14.79 19.25 
1901-1912 19.33 20.27 24.94 17.28 21.13b 19.78 
1911-1920 18.87 20.07 21.51 15.1f 20.83 19.26 
1921-1930 24.56 20.16 20.73 17.03 d 22.10 19.97 
1931-1936 15.48 J.4.26 21.30 14.15e 14.30 15.12 
.a. For 1 year only c. For 5 years only 
b. For 5 years only d . For 6 years only 
e. At Sharon Spr ings 
9 
Compiled from Weather Bureau, Climatological Data, Topeka, Kansas Station 
Native Vegetation 
and 
Native Animal Life 
10 
Gove County was once a great buffalo range. Its natural steppe 
veget ation of short, mesquite grass known as buffalo grass helped to 
make i t a paradise for animals. Charles Sternberg, the noted fossil 
hunter, writes that on his excursions to Gove County around 1876 his 
party was rarely out of sight of herds of antelope, wild horses, and 
buffaloes.10 
Between 1868 and 1881, the period when the buffaloes were killed 
indiscriminately for their hides, there was paid out in Kansas alone 
$2,500,000 for their bones gathered on the prairies. These bones were 
used by various carbon works of the country. Estimating 100 carcasses 
to the ton of bones, and the general price of $8 a ton, this sum 
represented the skeletons of more than 31,000,000 buffaloes.ll 
Today the buffalo grass furni shes excellent grazing for t he 
cattle and other animals of the farmers. The number of cattle t hat 
can be pastured on the grass varies with the rainfall and other climatic 
factors. 
There are many places on the land in Gove County that are known 
as buffalo wallows. These shallow depressions have become covered with 
lO Charles Sternberg, Life of a Fossil Hunter (San Diego: Jensen 
Printing Company, 1931), p.3~ - -
11 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Program, Works Project Administration, Inventory of the County 
Archives of Kansas, No. 32, Gove County (Topeka: State Printer, 1941), 
P• 8. - - -
11 
grass, but not the original buffalo grass . The prairie blue stem found 
its start in them. The difference in vegetation of the buffalo wallo-vrs 
is noticeable from a considerable distance. 
During the dust storm era of the 1930's much of the grass was 
killed, but more favorable years following that period have restored 
the grass. Cacti were in great abundance during the drought period. 
The government paid the farmer for cutting the cacti. Due to a short-
age of feed, some of the cacti were processed and fed to the cattle. 
Thistles, which were also plentiful, were mowed and put into stacks to 
be used for cattle feed. 
Rabbits were a pest of the 1930 1 s, causing a great amount of 
damage to what crops the farmer was able to grow. People organized 
11 rabbit drives11 to help keep the rabbit population under control. It 
was not unusual to round up several coyotes with a huge number of 
rabbits in the drives. Today, rabbits have become scarce; however, 
the coyote population has increased so much that they are causing the 
fanner considerable damage. Many farmers do not unlock the doors of 
their chicken houses until late in the mornings because of the coyote 
menace. I t has been known for coyotes to kill baby calves.12 
The pheasant is a very important game bird in the county. There 
is an open season on pheasants each year. As you drive along the 
highway, it is comnon to see large groups of pheasants . Coons and 
12 Grant Dohm, farmer, Grinnell, Kansas, "Personal Interview," 
February 21, 1952. 
12 
muskrats are plentiful along the creeks. Trailing coons along the 
creek on a moonlight night is a favorite sport of many hunters. 
A number of farms are dotted with prairie dog towns; however, 
many of these are disappearing. Farmers are attempting to exterminate 
them. The wet years have helped to kill the prairie dogs by drowning 
them. 
Other animals found in the county include skunks, badgers, minks, 
ground squirrels, red squirrels, and opposums. The price paid for skins 
of many animals is so low that most of them are not hunted for their 
skins. 
There is a plentiful supply of carp and catfish in the streams. 
Other species of fish which are found are bass, crappie, sunfish, and 
suckers. During long dry periods some of the streams and ponds go dry, 
and many of the fish, if not removed, die. The state game commission 
seines some of the waters that ar e about to go dry, and transports the 
fish to other streams. 
The first trees in the county were found along the streams . 
Most of these were of the cottonwood and willow varieties. A part of 
Gove ·county was settled under provisions of the Timber Claim Act. 
Under the provisions of this act, a homesteader could acquire title to 
a quarter section of land by planting 10 acres to forest trees and 
maintaining them for a period of eight years.13 
13 Forty-fifth Congress, United States Statutes at Large, 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1879), P• 113. 
13 
In 1887 there were five peach trees and 180 plum trees bearing 
fruit in the county. The fruit trees not in bearing in 1887 were 
2,157 apple, JO pear, 942 peach, 1,390 plum and 647 cherry trees. In 
1887 there were 10 walnut, 2 maple, 10 honey locust, ll cottonwood, 
and 172 trees of other varieties which were over one year old.1lli 
Today there are large numbers and varieties of trees in the 
county. Many of the inhabitants have planted trees around their homes. 
Some of the trees have been planted for wind protection, and some for 
beauty and the fruits they produce. In 1946, 60 bushels of peaches, 
JO bushels of pears, and 400 pounds of grapes were produced.15 There 
were also considerable amounts of wild plums, chokecherries, and 
currents produced. 
Water Resources 
The western part of Kansas is in a region of low rainfall, high 
evaporation, and little runoff. The source of all its water is precipi-
tation. A considerable amount of moisture seeps into the ground and 
percolates through deep layers of porous soil to the water table below. 
Much .of the water runs off the surface of the ground and flows through 
natural drainage courses which combine to form our larger streams. 
Quite often, during a part of the year some of the streams in the county 
are dry. 
14 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Thirty-fifth Biennial 
Report (Topeka: State Printer, 1948), p. 207. 
l5 Loe. cit. -- --
Geological~y, Western Kansas in general, consists of a deep 
mantle of relatively loose and sandy soil, and the county is charac-
terized as having rolling topography excepting that part lying within 
erosional reach of streams. The rock strata dip to the west. This 
condition has an important influence on the water resources of the 
state.16 The northern half of Gove County is well supplied with water 
for livestock and domestic purposes, but water supplies are less abundant 
in the south half. Many farm ponds have been built to help conserve 
water. 
During the last few years an attempt has been made to make rain 
in this region. County directors of the eight-county High Plains 
Water Resources Development Association have signed a contract with 
the North American Weather Consultants of Pasadena, California, for 
cloud seeding in 1952--provided the counties raise their quota of funds. 
Each farmer is supposed to contribute $ha quarter section to a fund 
to pay for the rain-making operations.17 
One of the serious handicaps to farming in Western Kansas has 
been the general l~r amount of rainfall. If rain-making proves to be 
successful, agricult~re may be entering into a new era of development 
and prosperity. 
16 Kansas State Chamber of Commerce, Kansas Yearbook, 1938 
(Topeka: The Capper Printing Company, 1938), PP• 52-53. 
17 News item in The Hays Daily~, February 29, 19.52. 
15 
Soils 
The topography of Gove County ranges from comparatively level 
areas in the north to gently rolling and low hills in other sections. 
Near the larger streams the slopes are relatively steep. The soils are 
of various types. They range in depth from quite shallow, gravelly, or 
stony soils to deep permeable, silty soils, but the mantle of soil was 
originally of wind deposit origin~18 The texture of the soil varies from 
loam or sandy loam to silty clays.19 The farmers have found that ther e are 
extreme differences in their crop yields caused by the broad differences 
of soils and slope, coupled with the variations in precipitations. 
Gove County is a part of two natural agricultural resource areas.20 
One of the areas is lmown as the "West Kansas Breaks and Canyons Section 
of the Breaks and Loess Bedrock Plains." In this area the rolling and 
steeply sloping . land drains into the Smoky Hill River and Hackberry 
Creek. The other area is knmm as the "Moist Semiarid Hard.lands Section 
of the Colorado-Kansas Central High Plains." In this region are the 
generally level lands along the Union Pacific Railroad from Grinnell 
to Quinter in the northern part of the county. 
Figure 2 shows detailed information about the land-capability 
classes and the physical factors in Gove County. 
18 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Twenty-eighth Biennial 
Report (Topeka: State Printer, 1933), P• 101. 
19 u. S! Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service 
and the Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Cooperating, "Physical 
Land Conditions Affecting Use, Conservation, and Management of Land 
Resources, Gove County, Kansas," (unpublished report, Kansas State 
Agricultural College, Manhattan, Kansas, 1950), p. 1. 
20 ~•, P• 2. 
---._ CHAPTER III 
HISTORY OF GOVE COUNTY 
First Inhabitants 
The first inhabitants of Gove County were the buffalo and the 
Indian. The land was a great buffalo range, and the Indian derived 
much of his livelihood from -the buffalo, using its meat for food and 
its hide for clothing. 
When the white men first entered this part of the Great Plains, 
they found the Pawnee Indians, a tribe which was very powerful at that 
time. They seemed to claim as their own all of the territory drained 
by the Platt and Kansas rivers. The Paymees fipally lost their power, 
partly as the result of the ravages of smallpox and war with other tribes. 
A part of the Great Plains also belonged to the Kaw Indians; 
however, the most important tribes of the plains after the supremacy of 
the Pawnees was broken were the Cheyennes, the Arapahoes, and their 
allies, the Siou.,~. 
The Indians were hostile to the white men. As the Union Pacific 
Railroad and the buffalo hunters advanced across the plains, they became 
more and more unfriendly. They regarded the buffalo range as their last 
line of defense in their struggle to retain their primitive way of life. 
Tracklayers for the railroad .had to work under anned guard, and people 
traveling on the overland trails went heavily anned. The federal govern-
ment dispatched troops to the region to protect the construction gangs and 
keep the trails open. Among the small forts that were established was 
the Monument Fort in Gove County. 
18 
In the course o.( time the Indian outbreaks were put down and the -
railroad was completed. Peace reigned until another Indian outbreak 
occurred in 1878 when a band of Cheyennes, returning to their homes to 
the north, crossed several western Kansas counties, including Gove. 
The Cheyennes destroyed property and connnitted other depredations all 
along the route. The state paid Smith and Savage of Gove County $14,019 
for livestock stolen or killed. 21 Probably the very last appearance of 
the Cheyennes in western Kansas was in early September, 1882.22 
In 1868 the Kansas legislature created two new counties, Gove 
and Wallace, but on one lived in these counties except the buffalo 
hunters and the railroad employees until 1878 because the counties were 
too far west to attract settlers. Among the first settlers who came in 
1878 was a party of Pennsylvania Dutch who settled south of Buffalo Park. 
In 1879 a colony of Holland Dutch settled in the territory southwest of 
the present town of Grainfield. A colony of the Brethren Church settled 
at Familton (Quinter) in the fall of 1885, and a number of Swedish families 
settled near Jerome in 1886. A settlement of people of Russian and 
German descent was established around Park about 1900.23 Many early 
settlers did not remain in the county very long. Most of the Holland Dutch 
colony returned to Iowa. 
21 Kansas State Historical Society, Kansas ~storical Collection, 
1926-1928 (Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1928), P• 273. 
22 Ibid., P• 278. 
23 Harrington, 2,£• cit. 
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The most im~ortant results of the innnigration of 1878-79 were 
the founding of Grainfield and the growth of the older towns of Grinnell 
and Buff alo Park. 
The Smoky Hill Trail 
The first stage line of the Smoky Hill Trail had only a short 
existence. W. H. Russell and John S. Jones opened the line in 1858 
following the discovery of gold in the Pike's Peak region.24 They bought 
mules and coaches on ninety-day credit, but when t heir notes became due, 
Russell and Jones were unable to pay, and the line ceased to exist ; 
however, the route continued to be used by pioneers who were moving west-
ward. Figure 3 shows the approximat e location of t he trail as it 
crossed the rolling plains of Gove County. 
In 1860 the city council of Leavenworth sent out an expedit ion 
to open up the Smoky Hill route t o the gold fields of Western Kansas. 
At that time the Pike's Peak region and all of Colorado east of the 
mountains were a part af the Kansas Territory. The party in the expedi-
tion camped three places within the present limits of Gove County. One 
of t he. camping sites was probably along t he Hackberry, which they referred 
to as North Creek. Their next stop was on Plum Creek, and t hen along 
the banks of the Smoky Hill near the western part of the county. 25 The 
expedition did not succeed in making the Smoky Hill route popular, and 
most of the overland traffic still resorted to the Republican and 




The Butterfield Trail 
The Smoky Hill route sprang to life in 1865 when David A. Butter-
field, a man of much experience in freighting, took over the line and 
built up a thriving business. His company had no monopoly of the route; 
consequently, it was used by the government,and other companies and 
individuals in the freighting business. 
The Butterfield Trail entered Gove County at the point where 
the Hackberry Creek crosses the county line. The trail angled south-
west to the Smoky, and, after reaching it, the trail extended up the 
river until it left the county. 
The Indians constantly attacked the stagecoaches, so they were 
placed under guard. In March, 1866, Butterfield sold out to the Holiday 
Overland & Express Company. The latter sold out several months later 
to the Wells, Fargo & Company who operated the line until the Union 
Pacific was eompleted.26 
Although most of the trail has disappeared, signs of it can still 
be traced across the rolling prairies of Gove County. 
The Texas Cattle Trail 
The Texas Cattle Trail was important in the history and develop-
ment of the county. Large herds of Texas long-horns were driven through 
·the county every season. The cattle trail crossed the boundary of Gove 
county six miles west of its southeast corner and extended across country 
26 Tuia. 
to Buffalo Park. 
( 
Traces of tre trail can still be seen. 
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The trail is 
especially noticeable just south of the Haekberry where it extends up 
the base of Round Top. Figure 3 shows the approximate path of the 
trail a s it stretched aeross the county. 
Land marks were set up to mark the trail. The Buffalo Park 
Express, June 3, 1880, made mention of the trail. 
The right of way has been obtained from t he settlers over 
their claims, and a new cattle trail worked out with two fur-
rows about two hundred feet apart all the way through the 
settlements in Gove County. The new trail is very near the 
old one, has better crossings on the creeks, and is shorter 
than the old trail. Soon after crossing the Hackberry coming 
northward you strike the new trail which crosses t he old one 
three times before arriving at Big Creek and thence you have 
a perfectly straight route between the furrows for five miles 
over smooth level ground to the stock yards in Buffalo.27 
The Buffalo Park Expr ess notes that in 1880 in one day of that 
year 11,600 head of cattle arrived at Buffalo Park, and thirty thousand 
came in one week. It is probably conservative enough to estimate that 
quarter of a million head of Texas cattle passed through Gove County 
during the one season of 1880.28 Alt hough some of the cattle were 
shipped from the stock yards at Park, most of them were driven to 
Nebraska .µid other points north. A number of the herds had been bought 
by the government to supply the Indians on reservations with meat. 29 
The settlers did not like the destruction to crops caused by 
the cattle drives. They charged that the cattle brought di sease into 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
29 F. B. Streeter, Librarian, Fort Hays Kansas State College, 
Hays, Kansas, "Personal Interview," February 6, 1952. 
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the county, and in 1883 the legislature prohibited the cattle drives 
from crossing the county. 
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FIGURE 3 
MA.P SHOWING THE APPROXIMATE LOCATIONS OF THE SMOKY 
HIIJ.. AND TEXAS CATTLE TRAILS 
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Charles Sternberg's 
First Fossil Hunt to Gove County (1876)30 
While Charles Sternberg hunted fossils in Western Kansas, he 
made his headquarters at Buffalo Park in Gove County. When he made 
his first journey to this part of the country in 1876, he saw great 
piles of buffalo bones at every station along the railroad. These 
bones were testimony as to the countless numbers of the animals killed 
by the white man in his ambition for pleasure and money. At that time 
a buffalo hide was worth around a dollar and a quarter. 
Mr. Sternberg explored all of the chalk beds from the mouth of 
Hackberry Creek, in the eastern part of the county, to Fort Wallace on 
the south fork of the Smoky Hill. :Many of the wagon trails left by 
his party were afterwards used by the settlers until the section lines 
were constructed. 
One of these trails ran south from Buffalo Park, crossing Hack-
berry Creek about 15 miles from the railroad. Here Sternberg 's party 
found a spring of pure water by which they made their camp many ti.mes. 
Another trail stretched across the country, striking Hackberry Creek 
where Gove now stands, and extended over Plum Creek Divide. Ledges 
of yellow chalk found here served as a landmark for a number of miles. 
On the south side of the Hackberry near Gove was a deep ravine 
used for corraling wild ponies. The ponies were kept away from water 
and were not allowed to graze until they were exhausted. They were 
then easily roped. 
30 Charles Sternber~, _£E• cit., Chapter 2, PP• 32-40. 
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The chalkbeds in which Sternberg worked once composed the noor 
of the old Cretaceous Ocean, and consisted almost entirely of the remains 
of microscopic organisms. When the animals that inhabited the ocean 
died their carcasses floated about on the surface of the water, eventually 
sinking to the bottom; here they were covered by the soft ooze of the 
ocean and became fossils. 
The chalk beds were almost entirely bare of vegetation with the 
exception of a desert shrub. The shrub was one of the worst enemies of 
the fossil hunter because its roots went down the crevices in the rocks, 
searched out the fossil bones, and fed upon them until they were consumed. 
George, a son of Charles Sternberg and the present curator of 
the museum at Fort Hays Kansas State College, accompanied his father on 
many of his trips. He still makes trips to the fossil beds of Gove 
County, and recently he unearthed the partial remains of an elephant 
that inhabited the area a million years ago. 
The Lean Years Immediately Following 1879 
Western Kansas had good crops in 1878. The stories of these 
good crops caused more settlers to come the following year. The series 
of lean years following 1878 led to many disappointments. Few of the 
settlers had any money or anything else to fall back on. Some of them 
went to work on the railroad; some resorted to various odd jobs such as 
gathering buffalo bones to sell. Many of the pioneers would not have 
been able to weather the bad times had it not been for outside help. 
One of the greatest contributors to the aid for western Kansas 
was Jay Gould, then in controic>f the Union Pacific. He specified that 
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his contributions be used in Trego, Gove, Wallace, Sheridan, Graham., 
and Ness Counties. These were the counties in which he had most of 
his interest in this part of the country. 
The legislature of 1881 approved appropriations of $25,000 for 
western Kansas relief. It was estimated that 95 per cent of the suffering 
was due directly to the drought of 1878-79.31 
The Smoky Hill Cattle Pool 
Gove County was first recognized by the Kansas State Board of 
Agriculture in its reports in 1881. The reports show that the raising 
of cattle was an important industry in Kansas . 
In the fall of 1882 the ranchers in the region met to form the 
Smoky Hill C.attle Pool, an organization similar to other cattlemen 1 s 
organizations than existing in many parts of the range country.32 
Although each member of the pool had his own brand, the cattle all ran 
together on a common range and were rounded up once a year. 
The pool had its own officers, range riders, and other employees . 
Members were assessed to cover expenses according to the number of cattle 
each had in the pool. The general territory controlled by the pool 
extended 30 miles along the Smoky and Was 24 miles wide. The river 
furnished plenty of water for the cattle. 
The policy of the pool was to avoid over-stocking the range. 
The pool represented 15,000 head of cattle by 1884 and was very prosperous. 
3l Harrington, .£E_• cit. 
32 Ibid. 
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The expense for keeping the cattle the first year averaged around twelve 
and a half cents a head per month. In 1884 the pool bought 140 high 
grade Shorthorn animals for breeding purposes and allotted them among 
the members.33 
A new cattle pool, lmmvn as the Forrester Pool, was formed in 
the fall of 1884 in the southwest corner of the county. Its headquarters 
were at the Forrester ranch at the big spring north of the Smoky. An 
irrigation expert from the state agricultural college once inspected 
the spring . and estimated that it had a fl01.~ sufficient to irrigate ten 
acres of ground.34 
The winter of 1885-86 brought an end to the cattle pools and 
broke many cattlemen. Frequent blizzards and heavy snovrs that covered 
the ground prevailed most of the winter, and most of the cattle were 
without feed and shelter; consequently, very few of them survived.35 
Organization of Gove County 
After a long struggle Goye County was formally organized 
September 2, 1886. In order to form a county at this time there had 
to be 2,500 inhabitants in the area, of whom 400 had to be householders. 






The county liad been clamoring for organization for quite some 
time, because the people felt that it was unjust to pay truces to the 
county to which they were attached as though t hey were a part of that 
county . Gove County was attached to Ellis County upon its creati on in 
1868 and to Trego County beginning in 1881. The people had to go t o 
the other county seats for legal purposes, and this involved quite a 
hardship upon them. 
Gove residents failed in their initial attempt t o organize as a 
county, and the Ellis County commissioners on October 7, 1880, granted 
.a petition for the organization of Gove County as a township. It was 
organized as an Ellis County township for only a few months.37 
Return of Better Times 
At the time of its organization in 1886, Gove County had a 
population of 3,032. 38 The trend of population since t hat time was 
generally upward until 1910 when the population reached a peak of 
6,044. 39 The population at the close of 1950 numbered 4,483. ~0 
37 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Programs Work Projects Administration, EE,• cit., P• ll. 
38 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Biennial Report 
(Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1887), p. 2~ 
39 u. s. Department of Connnerce, Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth 
Census of the United States, 1910 Population, II (Washington D. c. : 
GovernmentPrinting Office, 1913), P• 650. 
40 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, "Population of Kansas," 
(unpublished report on population of 1950 in Kansas, 1951). 
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Conditions were not always conducive to good crops, but the 
development and subsequent use of summer fallowing increased the farmer 1 s 
confidence in agriculture. It was established that some crops were more 
drought-resistant than others. Sorghums were grown more extensively 
and were found to be useful crops. 
Real estate men and newspapers helped induce people to come to 
western Kansas and purchase land. Many people came during the good 
years and left during bad years. Land values fluctuated with the good 
and bad years. War prosperity between 1914-17 also influenced the price 
of land. Investors came westward to buy Kansas land hoping to raise 
wheat and possibly sell it at two, three, or even foux dollars a bushel. 
From 1920 to 1930 the population increased by 895 people . Land 
buyers came from far and near. The land produced bumper crops and export 
markets were plentiful. France and England which were still mobilized, 
were buying huge quantities of beef and wheat for their armies . 41 
The tractor revolutionized farming in Western Kansas. More 
extensive farming was made possible by the use of the tractor and such 
machinery as the gang and disc plovrn, and the harvest er-thresher combines. 
Many farmers moved to the towns and engaged in other businesses most of 
the year since only a month or two was needed to plant and harvest the 
wheat . 
A considerable number of residents left the county during the 
dust storm era of the 1930 1 s and land values fell . The people received 
4l Marvin Hubert, £E_• cit., P• 54. 
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aid from the government in the form of seed loans, AAA wheat allotment 
checks, and public works jobs for the needy and unemployed. In spite 
of adversities many fanners stayed on their land. A nation wide depression 
closed opportunities elsewhere, and the fanner hoped for more prosperous 
years to come. In 1938 the planting of 189,010 acres of wheat indicated 
that the fanner had not lost his confidence in agriculture.42 
World War II brought new problems for the farmer. His labor 
supply diminished; he was not able to get adequate machinery; and the 
government clamored for greater production. In spite of such difficulties, 
however, production increased rapidly, and in the period of a few years 
the financial conditions of most farmers improved considerably. Since 
the war, aid to foreign countries has furnished a market for some of the 
farmer's goods. The police action in Korea and defense preparations 
have helped to constitute a market for his goods. 
42 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Thirti-first Biennial 




Production and Income 
The early farmers in Gove County met with many disappointments. 
Many of the farmers brought with them from eastern farms seeds which 
would not do well in this region. Early crops were almost complete 
failures. A number of the farmers left the county, but some of them, 
being too poor to leave, remained in their sod houses and assumed the 
task of making a living on the prairies. 
The farmers decided that if crops would not grow, they could 
make money by raising cattle. Grass lands were free, and half of the 
county had not been broken. New settlers were warmly welcomed if they 
intended to raise cattle instead of trying to raise crops. During 
this period, however, new crops were being developed. It was discovered 
that sorghums would thrive on the prairies, and that sorghums made very 
good feed for cattle. A nen~ variety of wheat brought by Russian settlers 
proved suitable to climatic conditions. New strains of corn were produced, 
and fields of alfalfa were started along the rivers. 
In 1886, 312 bushels of wheat netting a return of $156 was 
produced on 96 acres. In the same year 2,101 acres of corn produced 
52,525 bushels valued at $15,757. The total value for field crops was 
$51,206.50, and the total farm products comprised a value of $228,662.85. 
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There were 5,622 head of livestock, including horses, mules, asses, 
milk cows, other cattle, sheep and ~nine. The total value of livestock 
was estimated at $175,431.43 
Agriculture has played an increasingly important part in the 
development of the county since 1886. The prosperity of the business 
man was tied to the prosperity of the farmer, because, if the latter 
lacked effective purchasing power, the business man was not able to sell 
_his goods and services. Statistics of gross income from farm products 
reflect the general prosperity of the farmer and the business man. The 
gross value figures of the main farm products as given by Tables III 
to VIII are not as reliable as net income data. For example, a con-
siderable percentage of the gross value of sorghums produced is reflected 
in income from sale of livestock, poultry, eggs, and dairy products. 
A general picture of the relative importance of field crops, livestock 
products, and the leading farm products during the agricultural history 
of Gove County is presented. 
An analysis of the statistics for Gove County indicates that the 
livestock industry, although of secondary importance, plays an important 
part in the county. The data given in Tables IX to XIV may be some-
what misleading. In the first instance, much of the natural increase 
of the livestock was kept on the farms to build up the herds. Secondly, 
because of the very low subsistence level at which the people existed, the 
~ajor part of their food requirements was made up of livestock products. 
43 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Biennial Report 
(Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1887), PP• 236-237. 
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In 1897, for the first tnne in the history of Gove County, the 
produce of the fields was worth more than the livestock. The .rainfall 
was greater than had ever been previously recorded. More favorable 
years followed, and in 1903 came a phenomenal wheat crop. Great amounts 
of rainfall did not fall that year, but the moisture came at the times 
when it was most needed. Wheat averaged 25 bushels per acre with a 
total yield of 752,518 bushels, a sizeable yield for this early period.44 
The population of the county doubled between 1896 and 1906, and 
the value of livestock increased over four and a half times. The future 
of Gove County, however, was not always to be so bright. The agricul-
tural history of tlle county has always been one of ups and dovms. The 
years, 1910 and 1911, were lean years. A total wheat crop failure 
occurred in 1911. The crop of 1912 wasn't much better, and the crop 
of 1913 was another complete failure.45 The "horse disease" came in 
1912, and 1,470 horses died from its effects.46 Farming operations 
were almost paralyzed for several weeks in Gove and other counties in 
the wheat belt. 
More favorable weather conditions occurred again in 1914 and for 
three consecutive years the county produced over a million bushels of 
grain. Farmers were not able to take advantage of the high wheat prices 
in World War I, because yields were comparatively low during that period. 
44 Harrington, ~. cit. 
45 c. L. Smith, Gove County farmer, Gove, Kansas, "Personal 
Interview," February 16, 1952. 
46 Harrington, _£E• cit. 
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The stockmen, however, made money and livestock values went over the 
two million dollar mark. 
A memorable year in the annals of the county came in 1920 when 
the wheat crop was worth over five million dollars. Much of the wheat 
was marketed before a break came in the high prices. 
Moderate crops occurred in the 1920 1 s with 1923 and 1927 being 
the poorest years. A good yield was again realized in 1928 with the 
production of 1,353,888 bushels of wheat. The value of livestock was 
estimated at $1,688,031 in 1928.47 
The dust storm era of the 1930's seemed to be the end of Gove 
County agriculture. Government benefit payments helped many farmers 
to hold on to their farms. Gove County ranked pretty well with other 
counties in- this part of the state in amount of benefit payments received. 
The following is illustrative of the amounts received by other northwest 
counties during the same period: Cheyenne $486,654 wheat, $360,295 
corn-hog; Decatur $723,211 wheat, $322,685 corn-hog; Ellis $1,490,213 
wheat, $50,351 corn-hog; Graham $687,864 wheat, $194,945 corn-hog; 
and Logan $309,766 wheat, $81,600 corn-hog.48 
On Friday, May 10, 1936, the rains came to bring an end to the 
dust storms. There was so much dust in the air that day that people 
could not even tell that there were any clouds in the sky. The rain 
brought the dust down, and it appeared to be raining mudballs. 
47 Ibid. 
48 News item in the~ County Republican Gazette, Gove, Kansas, 
March 26, 1936.~-
Comparatively good years returned again. Much of the grass 
that was thought to be dead gradually revived, and fanning became 
profitable. Favorable years and high prices helped the financial 
conditions of the farmers during the years af World War II and the 
years immediately following. 
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Many people predict that good years are here to stay and that 
dust storms will never return, but only time will tell. With improved 
farming practices, however, it seems improbable that any future years 
will be as bad as the dust storm era of the 1930 1s. 
TABLE III 
ACRES, PRODUCT, & VALUE OF FIELD CROPS 
FOR GOVE COUNTY, 1896 
1896 
Acres Product 
Winter wheat bu. 14,926 89,556 
Spring wheat bu. 398 1,592 
Corn bu. 4,473 62,622 
Oats bu. 959 18,221 
Rye bu. 1,450 11,600 
Barley bu. 4,725 66,150 
Irish Potatoes bu. 116 8,700 
Sweet Potatoes bu. 4 200 
Castor-beans bu. 15 60 
Broom-corn lbs. 425 148,750 
Millet and hungarian tons 1,327 3,649 
Sorghum: 
For syrup or sug. gals 30 1,200 
For forage or 
grain 2,575 
Milo Maize tons 102 255 
Kafir-corn tons 753 2,259 




Alfalfa* tons 156 456 
Orchard grass* tons 
Other tame grasses• ~ tons 
Prairie grass, 
fenced* tons 122140 52414 
Totals 44,784 





















Compiled from 1896 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 624. 
TABLE IV 
ACRES, PRODUCT, & VALUE OF FIELD CROPS 
FOR GOVE COUNTY, 1906 
1906 
Acres Product 
Winter wheat bu. 45,241 452,!1.lO 
Spring wheat bu. 14,571 87,426 
Corn bu. 16,880 320,720 
Oats bu. 2,348 42,264 
Rye bu. 688 5,504 
Barley bu. 10,520 147,280 
Buckwheat bu. 25 225 
Irish Potatoes bu. 158 12,956 
Br oom-corn l bs. 116 52,200 
Sorghum for 
forage or grain tons 6,156 
Millet & hungarian tons 3,014 6,028 
Milo maize tons 4h 154 
Kafir-corn tons 4,437 15,529 
Jerusalem corn tons 10 35 
Timothy¾- tons · 6 
Clover,r tons 6 
Blue-grass* tons 6 
Alfalfa* tons 3,765 10,934 
Orchard-grass* tons 
Other tame grasses-~ tons 
Prairie grass, 
fenced-lr.- tons l39.z952 2,989 
Totals 247,952 




















Compiled from 1906 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 1056 
TABLE V 
ACRES, PRODUCT, & VALUE OF FIELD CROPS 
FOR GOVE COUNTY, 1916 
1916 
Acres Product 
Winter wheat bu. 96,531 1,544,496 
Spring wheat bu. 535 5,485 
Corn bu. 41,176 123,528 
Oats bu. 3,477 66,063 
Rye bu. 675 8,775 
Barley bu. 13,101 275,121 
Emmer (speltz) bu. 323 4,845 
Irish Potatoes bu. 130 5, 850 
Millet tons 4,363 4,363 
Sorghum for syrup gals. 2 80 
for seed bu. 1,254 10,032 
for hay tons 5,329 10,658 
Milo for grai n bu. 1,670 15,0JO 
for stover-'A- tons 1,670 
for hay tons 351 702 
Kafir for grain bu. 3,703 22,218 
for stover-,'} tons 5,554 
for hay tons 427 854 
Feterita for grain bu. 1,187 3,561 
for stover¾- 1,781 
for bay 310 775 
Jerusalem corn tons 27 54 
Sudan grass tons 372 744 




Sweet cloveriPA- tons 10 
Orchard gras s-¾Hi- tons 
Other grasses~ tons 
Prairie ha~r~- tons 585 585 
Totals 176,844 
*Forage after harvesting grain. 





























Compiled from 1916 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 431. 
TABLE VI 
ACRES, PRODUCT, & VALUE OF FIELD CROPS 
FOR GOVE COUlfTY, 1926 
1926 
Acres P'roduct 
Wi nter wheat bu. 112,493 899,944 
Spring wheat bu. 365 1,460 
Corn bu. 25,489 
Oats bu. 2,309 11,545 
Rye bu. 160 640 
Barley bu. 20,602 123,612 
Irish Potatoes bu. 26 1,040 
Cowpeas-grain bu. 5 
Millet tons 2,138 428 
Sugar beets tons 5 20 
Sorghum for syrup gals. 
for seed bu. 6,818 
for hay tons 9, 561 3, 824 
Milo for grain bu. 534 
for hay tons 83 125 
Kafir for grain bu. 10,942 
for stover tons 5,471 
for hay tons 605 182 
Feterita for grain bu. 781 
for stover tons 391 
for hay tons 880 440 
Sudan grass tons 1,586 793 
Alfalfa seed bu.-~ 54 108 
Alfalfa hay tons 321 578 
Sweet clover tons 71 71 
Prairie hay tons 984 689 
Totals 196, 818 























Compiled from 1926 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 345. 
TABLE VII 
ACRES, PRODUCT, & VALUE OF FIELD CROPS 
FOR GOVE COUNTY, 1936 
1936 
Acres Product 
Winter wheat bu. 139,317 1,253,853 
Corn bu. 14,689 
Oats bu. 1,733 17,330 
Rye bu. 294 588 
Barley bu. 12,147 48,588 
Irish Potatoes bu. 7 140 
Soybeans ( grain) bu. 20 
Millet tons 628 188 
Popcorn bu. 2 
Sorghum 
for hay tons 27,974 8,392 
Grain sorghums 
for stover 
for hay tons 30,555 9,177 
Sudan grass tons 516 258 
Alfalfa seed bu.~k 6 8 
Alfalfa hay tons 635 762 
Prairie hay tons 360 216 
Totals 228,877 
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Totals* 21 ,620 




















Compiled from 1946 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 207. 
TABLE IX 
SUMMARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
GOVE COUNTY, 1896 
Product 
Quantity 
Field crops acres 44,784 
Animals slaughtered and 
sold for slaughter 
Poultry and eggs sold 
Wool clip lbs. 400 
Cheese lbs. 1,306 
Butter lbs. 55,940 
Garden products marketed 
Horticultural products 














Compiled from 1896 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 625. 
TABLE X 
SU11MARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
GOVE COUNTY, 1906 
Product 
Quantity 
Field crops acres 247,952 
Cheese lbs. 45 
Butter lbs. 63,082 
Milk sold 
Poultry and eggs sold 
Animals slaughtered or 
















SUMMARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
GOVE COUNTY, 1916 
Product 
Quantity 
Field crops acres 176,844 
Animals slaughtered and 
sold for slaughter 
Poultry and eggs sold 
Wool clip lbs. 715 













Compiled from 1916 biennial report , Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 431. 
TABLE XII 
SUMlv1ARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
GOVE COUNTY, 1926 
Product 
Field crops 
Animals slaughtered and 
sold for slaughter 






























$1, 576,578. 23 
Compiled from 1926 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P• 345. 
TABLE XIII 
SUMMARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 

















~~reduct and value for the year ending March 1. 












$1,894, 278 .84 
Compiled from 1936 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
P • 323. 
TABLE XIV 
SU1"1MARY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTI ON 
GOVE COUNTY, 1946 
Product 
Livestock produced 
Chickens and eggs produced 
Turkeys produced 
Wool clip 














378 , 800 
$2,540,630 
$ 211,925 
Compiled from 19L.6 biennial report, Kansas State Board of Agricul t ure, 
P• 207. 
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Value of Farm Property 
In a general way the economic status of the farmer is indicated 
by the average value of property per farm. In western Kansas tre average 
value of property per farm is comparatively high. The large size of 
farms requires a great capital outlay for land. Since the middle of the 
decade of the twenties the use of farm machinery has greatly i ncreased. 
Although the use of such machinery as the tractor and combine has increased 
the farmer's investment, it has also contributed to the farmer's prosperity. 
The early settlers generally lacked the necessary capital for the 
purchase of machinery and livestock to carry on successfully very exten-
sive agricultural operations. In 1890 there were 721 farms in the county, 
and land, fences, and buildings were valued at $830,600. The value of 
implements and machinery was estimated at $41,170, and livestock were 
valued at $331,480.49 
The number of farms had decreased from 721 in 1890 to 477 in 1900. 
Land, buildings, and other improvements had increased to a total of 
$1,020,350, and the value of implements and machinery had increased to 
$68,230. The value af livestock was twice the value of tre 1890 figure .5° 
These increasing values indicate that the farmer was making an adjustment 
to the larger scale farming program. This action was necessary for 
49 United States Department of Interior, Bureau of the Census, 
United States Census~ Agriculture, Eleventh Census .2f the United 
States (Washington D. C. : Government Printing Office, 1~), p. 209. 
50 United States Department of Interior, Bureau of the Census, 
United States Census of Agriculture, 'l'\~elfth Census of the United 
States (Washington D.C. : Government Printing Office'; 1902) P• 277. 
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success in coping with the climatic conditions of the region. The average 
value of farms was still comparatively low, thus indicating that many 
unfavorable factors had yet to be overcome. 
The average value of property per farm compared favorably with 
other counties in western Kansas. In 1920 the average value of land 
and buildings per farm was $15,048. By 1925 the average value had 
increased to $15,246 per farm, and by 1930 the average value was $16,966 
per farm.51 The farmer, to a considerable extent, was overcoming some 
of the agricultural problems prevalent in this area of lm~ rainfall. 
In 1930 there were 890 farms in Gove County, and the number 
increased to 911 farms in 1935. This increase does not reflect an advance 
in prosperity. It does, however, reflect the consequences of the nation-
wide depression which stopped the absorption of a considerable per cent 
of the rural population into other lines af work arrl returned many of 
the unemployed back to the fa s. The number of farms had decreased to 
822 by 1940 and to 650 by 1952. 
Increased use of machinery is indicated by the comparison of the 
value of machinery in 1920 and 1930. In 1920 the value of machinery 
amounted to $673,245; whereas, by 1930 this figure ' had more than doubled.52 
The use of machinery, coupled with improved farming practices, have 
materially increased the efficiency of farmers. In 1940 the estimated 
51 United States Department of Commer~e, Bureau of the Census, 
United States Census of Agriculture, Fifteenth Census of the United 
States (Washington D.C. : Government Printing Office,1932), P• 309. 
52 Loe., cit. 
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value of machinery of 691 fanns reporting was $767,863. This figure 
increased considerably by 1952; however, increased prices contributed 
much to the listed value of machinery. 
Farm incomes have always been reflected in the price of land, but 
other factors such as the interest rate charged for the use of borrmved 
money have also influenced the price of land. The advance in land prices 
was less pronounced in western Kansas after World War I than in other 
areas. In addition, tbere was less foreclosure and other similar grief. 
most of the troubles in western Kansas were results of adverse weather 
conditions rather than the c·onsequences of inflated land prices. Improved 
weather factors in recent years may have caused some farmers, particularly 
the younger ones, to forget these adverse conditions.53 
Greater farm income has helped to raise land values. The develop-
ment of natural resources, such as oil and gas, will probably also have 
a great effect on land values. Some land in Gove County is now selling 
for approximately $100 per acre. 
Although recent trends in land prices and related factors can be 
partially judged from past experiences, it is not likely that history 
will repeat itself precisely. It appears that some recession in land 
prices is likely in certain areas where advances have boosted prices 
beyond a level justified by long-run conditions; however, it does not 
seem probable that there will be a restoration of prewar (1935-39) 
price levels in the immediate future.54 
53 Kansas State College of Agriculture, The Land Price Situation 
with Special Reference to Trends~ Their Causes," 1912-1947 (Manhattan: 
Kansas State College, 1948), P• 10. 
54 ~•, p. 9. 
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Agriculture is faced by a situation which involves (a) the 
continued need for large foreign markets, and (b) a sufficiently enlarged 
home market to provide outlets for increased productive capacity. A 
continued strong demand for agricultural products will give support to 
land prices. However, if appreciable weakness occurs in the markets, 
or if dry years return for a few years, land prices will be forced down. 
Size of Fams and Tenancy 
Due to semi-arid climatic conditions of western Kansas it is 
economically advisable for the fanner to carry on agricultural operations 
extensively. The farmer, as he moved from the East, had to adjust him-
self to fanning more acres. Table XV shows the changes in the size of 
farms from 1900 as reported by the Census of Agriculture. 
TABLE XV 



























The size of farms decreased in the thirties from the 1920 figure. 
The nation-wide depression deprived many people of their jobs, and a 
number of these people returned to the fanns. With the return of better 
times, a tendency toward larger farms in line with power-farming advance-
ments gained momentum. As one drives through Gove County now, he can 
see a number of vacant buildings on farms. Large farmers have bought 
-many small farms, an:l. the buildings on the farms were left vacant; however, 
some of the buildings have been torn down or moved away because tax 
rates are lower on unimproved property . 
The agricultural census in 1920 listed the number of tenants in 
Gove County as 251. In 1930 there were 304 tenants i n t he county.55 
In 1945 there were only 175 tenants, many of the previous tenants having 
acquired ownership of land. The decrease in the number of tenants , 
however, was also partly a result of farmers hiri ng workers instead of 
renting the land to would-be tenants. The per cent of farms operated 
by tenants in the county in 1945 was 30.2 per cent as compared to 36 . 6 
per cent for the whole state.56 
Wheat Growing in Gove County 
Gove County is a part af one of the greatest wheat produci ng areas 
in the United States. Wheat is the most important crop raised i n t he 
55· United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of t he Census, 
United States Census of Agriculture, Fifteenth Census_.£! the United 
States (Washington D. C. : Government Printing Office, 1932)'"'; P• 1294. 
56 United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 
United States Census of Agriculture, 1945, Vol. 11 (Washington D. C. : 
Government Printin-g--Office, 1947), pp-:----gs-159. -
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county. The substitution of wheat for othe r crops and the cultivation 
of new land formerly in sod were instrumental factors in increasing t he 
number of acres planted to wheat. Farmers brought new l and under cul-
tivation during World War II to take advantage of the high price of wheat, 
but much of such acreage is really unsuitable for cultivation in ordinary 
times. 
Western Kansas' rolling plains are conducive to large scale power 
methods of farming. This factor has contributed to elevati ng t he Great 
Plains to the position of a leading wheat growing area. The soil is 
adaptable to the growing of wheat. Improved methods of dry farming and 
the relatively dry climate, help produce comparatively good crops of 
high quality wheat. Table XVI shows ih e acreage of wheat and yields 










ACRES PLANTED TO WHEAT .AND THE YIELDS 




75, 289 456,853 




*compiled from Kansas State Board of Agriculture biennial reports for 
the years indicated in the table. 
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During the drought period of the 1930 1 s the farmers of Gove County 
were aided by benefit payments from the Federal Government for crop 
reduction and soil conservation. Benefit payments in 1933 and 1934 were 
for: wheat, $498,979.13; and corn-hogs, $24,464.59. 
Wheat averaged around six bushels per acre for the period from 
1910 to 1940 arrl around 8 bushels per acre from 1940 to 1948. The 
average for the county was less than five bushels per acre for 14 of 
the 31 years between 1910 and 1940. A yield of less than five bushels 
per acre is considered a failure, because, generally, it is unprofitable 
to harvest a crop w.i.th so small a yield. The average yield has almost 
reached 17 bushels since 1940, but this figure seems greater on first 
thought than it is in reality. A part of this greater yield comes from 
freshly broken sod. Sod land is high in organic matter and plant food, 
and retains moisture better than soil already in cultivation; thus, three 
or four good crops can be generally expected from such land. Primarily, 
however, greater than the expected average rainfall contributed most to 
the higher yields.57 
Problems and Objectives 
of 
Gove County Farmers58 
Farming operations are different in Western Kansas than in many 
other sections of the country. Large acreages are planted to wheat, 
57 u. s. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service and 
the Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station, "Physical Land Conditions 
Affecting Use, Conservation, and Management of Land Resources, Gove 
County, Kansas, 11 (unpublished report, Kansas State Agricultural College, 
Manhattan, - Kansas, 1950), P• 1. 
5B ~•, PP• 1-20 
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and about one-third of the cultivated land is left idle in summer fallow. 
Several farmers in the county each cultivate from five to ten sections 
of land. Of course, there are a number of farmers with smaller acreages 
under their control. 
Heavy rains of 3 to 7 inches in 24 hours may be expected to occur 
in the period from April to October. These rainstorms are not usually 
frequent, but when they occur, it is at the time when much of the land 
had been summer fallov.ed. The water, carrying great amounts of top soil 
with it, runs down the slopes of the fields causing one of the main prob-
lems with which the farmer has to contend. Regardless of direction or 
steepness of land slope, most farmers cultivate their land in quarter-
section tracts. 
Other problems involve maintaining soil fertility and preventing 
wind erosion. During dry years, the f anner is not only faced with low 
yields or entire crop failures, but he must attempt to prevent the topsoil 
on his fields from blowing. The dust in the air is harmful to the health 
of the people. If agriculture is ever to be successful over a long period 
of time, these problems must be met and overcome to a considerable degree. 
Agriculture, being the primary industry, makes it imperative that its 
conditions be improved. 
In order for any system of fanning to be effective in the county, 
it has to be flexible enough to meet changing weather conditions. Farmers 
are employing improved farming practices which will conserve and utilize 
most of the rainfall. Such practices include the terracing of hilly or 
steeply sloping lands. 
55 
Crops in Gove County were below the state average yield in the 
years from 1911 to 1932, being only 76 per cent of the state average. 
Wheat averaged 9.8 bushels per acre. This yield is greater than the 
average yield for wheat for the period from 1910 to 1940 (see page 53) 
because the latter period included the dust stonn era of the middle 
1930's. Yields for other individual crops in the years from 1911 to 
1932 were: corn, 12.4; oats, 16.7; barley, 16.4; and kafir, 12.6 
bushels per acre. Twenty-five to fifty per cent of the acreage seeded 
was abandoned prior to harvest in the average year for the same period. 
The approximate yields of corn, oats, barley, and kafir for the period 
from 1940 to 1948 were 12, 24, 9, and 7 bushels per acre respectively.59 
There are no extensive irrigation operations in the county; however, 
water supplies for irrigation purposes are comparatively abundant at 
shallow depths along some of the creek bottoms throughout the county . 
Grant Dohm, who operates a fann south of Grinnell, successfully irrigated 
several acres of land in 1950 and 1951. It is probable that he would 
have realized more from his investment had the precipitation not been 
so great during that time. The development of irrigation where feasible 
in the county would help insure adequate feed supplies during years of 
prolonged drought. 
Over 48,000 acres of land shown on the map in Figure 2 termed 
not suitable for cultivation were being plowed at the time of the survey 
in 1940. High prices and greater than average rainfall, which increases 
59 Compiled from biennial reports of the Kansas State Board of 
Agriculture. 
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yields, have caused many farmers to plow up acres of sod that should 
have never been cultivated. Since the survey was taken an estimation 
of 45,000 acres of land unsuitable for cultivation have been broken. 
Table XVII shows the use of land in each soil group and land-capability 
classes in Gove County for the year 1940. 
It is the intent of Gove County farmers to continue applying 
scientific methods to their farming practices. The amount of moisture 
present at seeding time and careful preparation of seedbeds are given 
a great deal of consideration. An attempt is being made to conserve the 
moderately low rainfall of this region. A combination of practices are 
being employed in order to conserve moisture for growing crops. Conser-
vation of crop residues, terracing, contour farming, fallow, cloddy 
tillage, and timely tillage are important agricultural practices used 
to a great advantage. 
It is hoped to put each piece of land to its best use. Some lands 
are better adapted to certain crops than others. The primary features 
of land types that determine land use within the county are degree of 
slope and depth of soil. Proper vegetative and mechanical measures are 
to be taken to prevent erb~ion from both wind and water. 
In general, it can be said that the farmer recognizes the need 
for scientific farming and he is employing all measures within his power 
to improve the conditions of the agricultural industry. 
TABLE XVII 
PRESENT USE OF LAND I N EACH SOIL GROUP AND LAND-CAPABILITY CLASS 
IN GOVE COUNTY, KANSAS 
Land Classes and Soil Groups Cultivated Native Woodland 
(acres) Pasture (acres) 
Soils suitable for cultivation, gr azing or (acres) 
woodland use. 
Class II-Requires simple practices (yellow) 
69,541 16,311 
Total 69, 541 16,311 
Class III-Requires intensive 
cultivation (pink) 
or compl ex 
Friable, silty to claz soils 174z055 782088 
Total 
174 055 78 088 
Class IV-Requires limited crop use 
intensive practices (blue) 
and very 
Friable 8, 865 18 119 









Soils not suitabl e for cultivation but suit- Class VI -Requires moderate restrictions 
able for woodland or grazing use . in use (orange) 
Shallowz siltz soils 34, 802 95, 8L.7 130,649 
I Shallow2 gr avelly, or stoni soils 225 4, 282 4, 507 
Total 35,027 100,129 135,156 
\Jl. 
--.J 
TABLE XVII (continued) 
PRESENT USE OF LAND IN EACH SOIL GROUP AND LA.ND-CAPABILITY CLASS 
IN GOVE COUNTY, KANSAS 
Land Classes and Soil Groups 
Soils suitable for cultivation, grazing or 
woodland use. 
Class VII-Requires severe restrictions 
in use (brovm) 
1 Shallow, gravelly or ston soils 






Soils no~ suitable for cultivation, 
grazing, or woodland use. 
Class VIII (violet) 
Barren geologic materials 174 
Total 174 
Total Agricultural Lands 300,726 
Wasteland (lakes, rivers, and streams) 
Areas of Municipalities (towns and industrial areas) 
Other lands (roads, farmsteads, schools, etc.) 
Total 






























The Union Pacific Railroad was completed through Gove County by 
April 1, 1868, the sa.ire year that the county was created. Although 
there were hopes for the construction of other railroads through the 
county, they never materialized. 
The townsites of Jerome, Atlanthus, Teller, and Pyramid in the 
south part of the county were laid on a route through which the people 
thought a railroad might go. The Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railroad had considered extending westward from Salina through Gove City 
to Colorado Springs. The residents of the county thought that the 
Denver, Memphis & Atlantic Railroad would be constructed northwest 
from Larned. Another railroad anticipated was the Garden City Nickle 
Plate Railroad. The Garden City, Gi.uf and Northern Railroad, which 
was to run from Finney County north through Gove County to Hays, was 
chartered in 1908, but the plans were never carried out. 
The Union Pacific Railroad aided in the settlement of the county. 
The first passengers on the railroad were the buffalo hunters, and the 
shipping of buffalo meat was its first business. The railroad advertised 
trips to the West to hunt buffalo with a roundtrip ticket from Leavenworth 
to Gove County costing ten dollars. 
60 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Programs, Works Projects Administration,.££• cit., pp. 28-29. 
6o 
Today, the railroad transports much of the ·farmer's products to 
markets to the west and east. During the busy wheat harvest season the 
railroad does a 11 rush11 business in trying to carry the fanner•s wheat, 
but a considerable amount of wheat -often has to be piled on the ground 
because of the lack of adequate transportation facilities. Throughout 
most of the year, however, the railroad can handle most of the services 
demanded of it. 
Highways61 
The first roads in Gove County were nothing more than mere trails, 
but, as more and more people came to the county, there developed a need 
for a properly laid out system of public roads. 
A road petition requesting a road in the south part af Gove County 
was presented to the county commissioners in kpril, 1887, but no action 
was taken on the petition. Ther e were also eight other petitions for 
roads presented the same month, one of which requested a road from Gove 
City east through Payne and Baker townships to the eastern county line. 
The othe r petitions requested the opening of these roads: a connecting 
road extending south through the southwestern part of Baker tmimship 
and Larrabee township to the southern county line; two other roads in 
the center of Larrabee township extending from the northern Larrabee 
boundary southward; a road from Grainfield west to a point south of the 
site of Campus, with a north and south connecting road east of Grinnell; 
and a road extending south from Quinter about nine miles. US 40 is 
61 Ibid., PP• 29-JO. 
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similar to the route west of Grainfield. Township trustees were ordered 
to open these roads far public use by the county commissioners in June, 
1887. 
All section lines in Gove County public highways were required 
to be 60 feet in width by a Kansas legislative act passed in 1889 . The 
Kansas State Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the act. 
Roads in Gove County are under the county unit system, thus placing 
all roads under the control of the board of county commissioners, except 
state and federal aid highways. By 1941 there were 41 miles of Federal 
highways, 31.5 miles of state highways, 194.75 miles of county roads, 
and 1,024 miles of township roads, making an excellent transportation 
network for this area. All of the county roads and some of the township 
roads are graveled. Highway 23 which runs north and south through the 
middle of the county, and US 40 which runs through the northern portion 
of the county have oiled surfaces. 
Mineral Resources 
(Oil) 
To have an oil well on his land has long been a f ond dream of the 
Gove county landowner. As early as 1929 there was oil speculation in the 
county. Wynne Harrington wrote in his book, The History of Gove County, 
that in 1929 there were oil men, leasers, geologists, and core-drillers 
working in the county. Thousands of acres were leased for oil. In 1935 
there was much leasing activity, most of the leasing being for 50 cents 
to a dollar an acre.62 
62 News item in the~ County Republican Gazette, Gove, Kansas, 
October 31, 1935. 
62 
The dream of striking oil in the county came true several months 
ago. There are now six or more producing wells in the south · and west 
part of Gove County, and further development of the field is being 
pushed along rapidly. 
Oil equipment and production means added assessment values. While 
this angle still is in its infancy in Gove County, with a proven field 
in the coming years , oil property will amount to a considerable sum on 
the tax rolls. With 3,000 or more producing wells, Russell County's 
taxes have been reduced 50 per cent. Some of the items listed on oil 
assessment sheets include: gross production for each month of the year, 
leasehold, crude oi l on hand, royalty interest, 1vorking interest, and 
oil and gas properties .63 
Other Minerals64 
Salt, one of the most abundant Kansas minerals, is found in the 
southeast part of the county although it has never been produced commer -
cially. Large chalk deposits are also found in Gove County. A number 
of buildings have been made from native rock which is abundant in the 
county. Grant Dohm, who lives in Grinnell Township, recently built a 
fine farmhouse from rock quarried on his farm. A volcanic ash pit is 
located near the eastern side of Gove County, and gypsum beds are found 
along the valley of the Smoky Hill. 
63 News item in the Gove County Republican Gazette, Gove, Kansas, 
March 20, 1952. 
64 Kansas Industrial Development Commission, The Minerals of Kansas, 
(Topeka.,_Kansas, 1945). 
63 
The sand and gravel industry of Kansas has a yearly value of 
approximately one million dollars. A considerable amount of sand and 
gravel is found in Gove County. Although much of the sand is taken 
fran beds of streams, some is present in high terraces along the rivers 
and in prehistoric stream beds. Most of the sand and gravel found in 
this region is used for surfacing highways and for building purposes. 
CHAPTER V 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Tovms 
Most of the social institutions in Gove County, which are 
maintained by the people thereof, are located in the tovms or trading 
centers. This includes the larger schools, churches, and business 
establishments. The development and expansion of service and commercial 
facilities of the towns, as well as population trends, tend to show the 
progress of the economic activities of the county in general. 
Buffalo Park, first known as Buffalo, was the first town platted 
in Gove County. In 1880 an engine house was maintained there by the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad.65 Buffalo Park was an important shipping point 
in the county, as it not only handled the ·freight for Gove County, but 
it was the unloading place for ~oods -which were later hauled from it 
as far as Dighton on the south and Oberlin on the north. The Texas 
Cattle Trail passed near Buffalo Park, and many cattle were shipped 
from its stockyards.66 
Buffalo Park aspired for the county seat of Gove County, but lost 
to the victor, Gove. For a long time the tarn was not ~ncorporated, but 
it has constituted a trucing district for :rria:intaining fire protection 
and street lighting since 1930. Incorporation took place in 1948. 
65 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Corrnnunity 
Service ~rograms, Work Projects Administration, E,E• ~•, PP• 21-22. 
66 Harrington, ~• ~• 
65 
Today, there are three grain elevators in Buffalo Park which aid 
in the handling of the farmer's grain. There are many rich wheat farms 
in the area, and a number of the residents living in town are retired 
farmers. 
The first church organized in Gove County was started at Buffalo 
Park by a Congregationalist missionary, J. Q. A. Weller;67 however, the 
only church in Buffalo Park nov1 is the Sacred Heart Church of Roman 
Catholic denomination. The Sacred Heart Church is one of the most 
beautiful churches in this part of the country. 
A pride of the community around Buffalo Park is the new rural 
high school. The structure is a fine example of modern architecture 
and planning. The old high school building is now occupied by the 
grade school. 
Grainfield 
Grainfield holds the distinction of being the oldest i ncorporated 
town in Gove County.68 The Kansas Pacific (Union Pacific) Railroad 
platted the townsite in 1879, but the town company was not organi zed 
until March 16, 1887. On April 12 of that year it was incorporated as 
a city of the third class.69 A number of mass meetings were held in 
Grainfield in tre summer of 1886 to encourage the organization of the 
county. Grainfield was one of the main aspirants for the county seat. 
67 Ibid. 
68 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Program Work Projects Administration, 2E• cit., P• 22. 
69 ~•, P• 23. 
66 
Grainfield was an important trading point in the county and for 
other surrounding territories. Lumber hauled from the town was used to 
build the first houses in Oberlin and Dighton.70 One of the first build-
ings constructed in Grainfield was the Occidental House, which was built 
at a cost of $10,000. It was one of the finest hostelries in this part 
of the state when it was first built. The house was torn down several 
years ago. 
Grainfield has three large grain elevators. A new Co-op elevator 
was completed in the summer of 1951. There are several garages, stores, 
and a number of other business firms in the town. Grainfield and all 
other towns in the county, with the exception of Gove, are located along 
the Union Pacific Rail.road. 
There are two churches in Grainfield, the Catholic and Methodist. 
The Catholic church building is a new structure which was completed in 
1951. It is a fine ex.ample of modern architecture replacing the old 
Catholic church building which was a basement church. 
Table XVIII shows the population of Grainfield for each fifth 
year since 1905. 
70 Harrington,~• cit. 
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• ~ompiled from biennial reports of t he Kansas Stat e Board of Agriculture. 
Quinter 
Quinter, which was incorporated in 1909, was first lmown by the 
name of Ii!elote Station, and later, Familton. I t received i t s present 
name from the Reverend James Quinter of Huntington, Pennsylvani a, an 
elder of the Dunkard Church . Melote Station was mer ely a siding on the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 1884.71 
In 1890 the Quinter Town and Land Company was i ncorporated.72 I t 
constructed the first hotel, which was operated by J. H. Baker. The 
first store was operated by John K. Wickizer, who was Gove County's 
71 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of CoIIllllunity 
Service Program, Work Projects Administration, 2E• cit., p. 23. 
72 ~•, P• 24. 
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first representative and also chairman of the first Republican county 
convention held in Buffalo Park in the fall of 1886. 
Mr. A. K. Trimmer, a late editor of the Gove County Republican 
Gazette, wrote that when he came to Gove County in 1886, Quinter was 
known as "The Queen City of the Plains." It had a railroad, but no 
depot, one church organization, but no church houses, and one newspaper.73 
Today there are four churches, the Presbyterian, United Brethren, Methodist, 
and Dunkard Brethern churches, and one n~nspaper, The Gove County Advocate. 
The town enjoys a fairly large trade territory and has four 
elevators and a number of stores and other business places. The Gove 
County Corronunity Hospital, which is located in Quinter, had a new wing 
added last year in order to overcome crowded conditions. 
Table XIX shows the population of Quinter for each fifth year 
since 1910. 
73 News item in the~ County Republican Gazette, Gove, Kansas, 
December 10, 1936. 
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~-Compiled from biennial reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 
Gove 
Gove, which was named after Captain Grenville L. Gove, is the 
county seat of Gove County. The townsite was laid out in 1885.74 The 
Gove City Improvement Company, which was incorporated at Davenport, 
Iowa, with a capital of $24,000, erected the first building, a hotel, 
on t he site of Gove in 1886.75 An aspirant to have the county seat 
loca~ed in Gove, the Gove City Improvement Company, offered the county 
the use of the Benson House, a two-story stone building for a courthouse. 
In 1886, after a bitter campaign, Gove became the county seat. It was 
incorporated as a third-class city in 1888 and was the second city in 
74 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Program, Work Projects Administration, ~• ~•, p. 24. 
15 Loe. cit. --
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the county to be incorporated.76 Its development has been somewhat 
impeded because it is an inland town. 
Gove has two grocery stores and several other business .firms. 
It also has a newspaper, namely: the Gove County Republican Gazette. 
There is one church in the community, it being of the Methodist denomi-
nation. The congregation completed a new church structure i n 1950. 
The old church building, once used as a dance hall, was destr oyed by a 
tornado in the summer of 1951. 


























•!Compiled from biennial reports of the Kansas State Board of Agr i culture. 
76 ~•, P• 25. 
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Grinnell 
The townsite of Grinnell, platted in 1879, was named for Captain 
Grinnell, a Union veteran.77 The Cimarron-Dighton-Atwood trail passed 
through Grinnell, and a thriving business was carried on in the ship-
ping of buffalo bones in the early days of the town.78 
The tovm company was incorporated in 1888, but the tovm was not 
incorporated until 1917. 79 The first buildings were merely shacks built 
by people working on the railroad and deserted when these people moved 
on to Elizabeth, which is now known as Campus. With the influx of 
settlers from Iowa and other places, many new and more substantial build-
ings were built. The first church in Grinnell was the Catholic church. 
There are now two churches, the Catholic and Methodist. 
Grinnell has 3 large elevators and a number of other business 
houses. Table XXI on page 72 shows the population for Grinnell for 
each fifth year since 1920. 
77 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Program, Work Projects Administration, 2.E• cit., p. 26. 
78 News item in the Gove County Republican Gazette, Gove, Kansas, 
September 17, 1936. 
79 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Comnmnity 
Service Program, Work Projects Administration, E,E• ~•, p. 26. 
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*compiled from biennial reports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 
other Tmmsi tes 
Several town.sites including Teller, Jerome, and Atlanthus were 
platted in 1887, and another townsite, Pyramid, was platted in 1888. 
It was expected that a rai l road would be built in the Smoky Hill Valley, 
but that dream never crune true. A postoffice was maintained for a 
number of years at Orion in the west part of the county. 
Schools · 
The first record of a public school in Gove County was for the 
school year of 1878-79. The settlers erected and financed the first 
school because the county was without local government, and there was 
no agency to tax the people to pay school expenses. The first school 
was district No . 1 at Buffalo Park. BO Acco~ding to the report of the 
80 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Connnunity 
Service Programs, Work Projects Administration, E,E• cit., P• 30. 
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State Superintendent of Public Instruction for the year ending June 30, 
1879, there was one school district in Gove County with two teachers 
employed. Their average monthly salary was $25. The total number of 
students in school in the county was 110.81 
Mr. A. J. R. Smith was the firs t person to head public instruction 
in the county. The Ellis County Commissioners granted the petition of 
Gove County residents f or tovmship government in March, 1880, and named 
Smith as deputy superintendent of public instruction.82 There were 36 
organized districts in the county with a school census of 2,320 by 
July 31, 1887.83 By 1889 there were 1108 pupils enrolled in the ele-
mentary schools, and there were 47 teachers employed. School property 
was valued at $33,025.84 
The county superintendent's report for 1928 showed an enrollment 
in the common schools of 1277, with 89 teachers employed. School property 
was valued at $355,025. Thi s increased value of school property was 
accompanied by a rising debt. 85 
By June, 1938, there were 48 elementary school districts and 5 
rural high school districts in Gove County. Two or more teachers were 
81 Ibid., P• 31. 
82 L ·t --2,S• .£_• 
83 State Superintendent of Public Instruction,~ Biennial 
Report (Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1888), P• l7. 
84 Harrington,~• ill• 
85 L ·t --2,S• ,£...• 
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employed in 9 of the elementary school districts.86 As many of the 
school districts have been consolidated, there are in 1952 only 16 
rural schools in operation in the county. 
The first high school was established at Gove in 1903 with an 
enrollment of nine pupils for the first term.87 Many taxpayers attacked 
the operation of the school; consequently, it had a short existence. A 
bill was introduced into the legislature in 1903 to put the fate of the 
school to a vote of the people in the county. Supporters of the school 
lobbied against the bill and passage was blocked. In July of the same 
year a taxpayer protested against the tax levied to support t he school 
and brought suit to test the legality of its establishment. Due to a 
technicality the school had not been legally founded; thus, its existence 
came to an end.88 
The Gove City School district established the county's only 
secondary school in 1910. I 1911 high schools were established at 
Grainfield, Grinnell, and Quinter, and in 1912, a high school was started 
at Buffalo Park.89 As of 1952, all of the high schools mentioned above 
were in operation. 
86 State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Thirty-first 
Biennial Report (Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1935), P• 285. 
87 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Programs, Work Projects Administration, 21?,• cit., P• 33. 
88 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Programs, Work Projects Administration, 2.E,• cit., P• 34. 
89 ~• cit. 
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A rural high school law was passed in 1915 authorizing the 
founding of rural high schools in areas not less than 16 square miles.90 
Prompt steps were taken to use this method of financing secondary educa-
tion i n Gove County. Parts of the county are incorporated in two joining 
rural high school districts administered in other counties. District 
No. 1 (Healy) formed in February, 1936, is administered by Land County; 
and district No. 2 (Utica) was organized in August, 1920, and i s 
administered by Ness County.91 
In 1889 a college, known as the G. A. R. Memorial College, was 
fo'Qllded at Buffalo Park. The college's charter stated that the purpose 
of the college was to educate the children of the Union soldiers. The 
Gove County Republican Gazette, September 20, 1890, contai ned a news 
item about the college. Information as to the activities of t he college 
and the end of its existence is obscure.92 
Newspapers93 
There were newspapers at Grainfield an:i Buffalo Park before Gove 
County was organized. For four years following the drought of 1880 t here 
were no newspapers in the county, but in 1885 four newspapers made their 
appearance. They were the Buffalo~ Express, t he Settler's Guide 
published at Quinter, the Cap~ published at Grainfield, and t he 
90 ~•, PP• 34-35. 
9l ~•, P• 36. 
92 Harrington, 2,£• cit. 
93 Harrington, -9.E• ~•, chapter five. 
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Golden~ published at Grinnell; the number was increased to six in 
1886 with the beginning of the Gove City Gazette and the People's~• 
The Golden~ absorbed the People 's~ in 1887, and the 
Buf'falo Pioneer and the Gove Gazette abandoned publication. In the 
same year appeared the Graphic at Gove City and the Smoky.~ at Jerome. 
The Quinter Republican made its appearance in 1889, and in the 
same year the Settler's Guide, which was published at Quinter, ceased 
publication. In the next few years Gove County lost half of its popula-
tion and three-fifths of its newspapers. In 1890 the Golden~ ceased 
to exist, and the Gazette absorbed the Gove County Republican. In 1891 
the Echo began publication at Gove. There were no more changes until 
1894 when the Gazette and the Echo consolidated. The Cap Sheaf moved 
from Grainfield to Gove and became lmown as the Gove County Leader. In 
1896 the Quinter Republican was moved to Gove where it merged with the 
Gazette andc became known as t he Gove County Republican Gazette . 
In 1901 the Gove County Republican Gazette absorbed the Leader, 
and the Advocate suspended publication; consequently, the Gazette was 
the only newspaper left in the county. Today there are four newspapers 
in the county: The Gove County Republican Gazette, Grainfield Cap Sheaf, 
Grinnell Record, and the Gove County Advocate. 
The early newspapers made most of their livelihood from the 
publication of legal notices. Whether or not a newspaper received much 
of this business depended upon the paper's politics. When the Republicans 
were in office, the newspapers favored them, and when the Democrats gained 
control, the newspapers changed their politics. The board of county 
connnissioners, today, distributes county printing to all four of the 
newspapers on an equal basis. 
CHAPTER VI 
POPULATION GROWTH AND CHARACTERISTICS 
Gove County's population, which is classed as rural, was 3,032 
in 1886, the year of the county's organization. The population peak 
of 6,ohli. was reached in 1910. Table XXII gives the census figures by 
decades from 1880 to 1950. 
TABLE XXII 








1940 4, 793¥-~' 
1950 4,483 .. 
~'-The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Cormnunity Service 
Program, Work Projects Administration,~• cit., P• 39. 
-lh~Kansas State Board of Agriculture, npopulati on of Kansas," (unpublished 
report of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Topeka, Kansas, March 1, 
1950). 
The first permanent settlements in Gove County were along the 
railroads. The first homesteads developed around the townsite of Buffalo 
Park. Many cattlemen, hryNever, made their headquarters along the Smoky 
Hill River where water was plentiful. 
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For twenty miles north and south of the railroad the odd-numbered 
sections were a part of the Union Pacific land grant, leaving the even-
numbered sections open for settlement to the first comer. South and 
north of the railroad grant all of the land was open to homest eaders. 
The first census after 1886 shryNed a fairly even distribution of popu-
lation throughout the county, with Gri nnell township having the most 
residents and Jerome in second place. 
Drought years set in and many of the settlers left the county . 
This condition was also true in neighboring counties. The populati on 
fell almost by a half ten years after the county's organization. Most 
of the settlers who remained were in Gove and Grinnell townships. Table 
XXIII on page 80 shows the distribution of population by townships for 
each five year period from 1905 t o 1945• 
The new wave of settlers t hat came following the drought years 
were determined to stay. Some f these settlers were t he ones who were 
forced to leave before but had been able to r etain ownership of t heir 
land. Most of the settlers located in t he t ownships along the railroad. 
According to the 1925 census there were 341 foreign born resident s 
in the county . This included 197 born in Russia, JO in Germany, 30 in 
Canada, 27 in Sweden, 25 in England. At that t ime there were also JO 
Negroes residing in the county.94 As of 1952 there were no negroes i n 
the county. 
Many of the early settlements didn't .last very long . Two of 
these settlements were the Holland Dutch settlement south and west of 
94 Harrington, EE• cit. 
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Grainfield and the Swedish settlement in Lewis and Jerome townships. 
A group of people of the Brethren faith settled around Quinter in 1886. 
Many of this group remained and prospered, and today they occupy some 
of the best fann land in the county. 
A Russian settlement grew up around Buffalo Park in 1900. These 
people came from Russia, but most of them are German in race and Roman 
Catholic in religion. They have developed Payne township into one of 
the leading townships in the county. 
In 1930 two-thirds of the foreigh born population came f rom 
Russia and nearby countries. Seventy-two per cent were native born 
whites of native parentage, and twenty-one per cent were native born 
whites of foreign parentage. Six per cent wer e foreign born whites and 
one per cent were Negroes.95 According to the sixteenth census of 1940, 
the average population for the county was 4.5 persons to the square mile. 
Twenty-nine per cent of the 4,793 inhabitants which were listed lived 
in towns. By 1952 the average population for the county was 4.17 persons 
to the square mile. 
95 The Kansas Historical Records Survey Division of Community 
Service Program, Work Projects Administration,.££• cit., P• 40. 
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TABLE XXIII 
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY TCMNSHIPS 
Township 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 
Gove 427 590 452 465 559 605 651 594 454 
Baker 501 1,110 1,104 1,469 1,299 1,320 1,391 1, 216 1,136 
Grainfield 376 560 453 575 707 707 815 656 625 
Grinnell 456 842 540 657 827 848 890 730 642 
Jerome 305 367 236 304 292 329 349 248 156 
Larr abee 386 496 233 341 325 276 302 219 196 
Lewi s 222 509 224 248 256 200 268 167 * 
Payne 411 802 710 745 948 898 1,005 831 681 
Gailand 269 323 158 205 257 255 289 231 123 
~sed as an aerial gunnery r ange . 




Gove County, located in the northwestern part of Kansas, is a 
part of the high plains region. The topography of the county is gen-
erally rolling, and there are rough lands and deep ravines along the 
streams. The soils are of various types, ranging in depth from quite 
shallow, gravelly, or stony soils to deep permeable, silty soils. The 
texture of the soil varies from loam or sandy loam to silty clays. 
The Smoky Hill River crosses the south part of Gove County, and 
the Hackberry Creek, formed by the union of three smaller creeks, winds 
southeast through the county . Three other creeks are the Plum, Indian, 
and Big creeks. The Plum and Indian Creeks empty into the Smoky Hill 
River. 
Western Kansa$· is a considerable distance from any large body of 
water and consequently bas a typical continental climate where precipi-
tation is one of the factors limiting crop growth. There have been 
attempts made in recent years to make rain in order to supplement the 
low amounts of normal precipitation. Available weather records show 
that amounts of precipitation fluctuate considerably from year to year 
and from month to month. 
The air in this area is often compared to the dry and bracing 
air of the resort region of the Rocky Mountains. Summers have a tendency 
to be exceptionally warm, but the climate is very healthful. The 
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growing seasons vary in length, but they are usually long enough for 
the crops to mature; however, early fall frosts often damage the grain 
sorghums. Crop production is often influenced by hailstorms, hot winds, 
plant diseases, high winds, insects, soil blowing, insufficient moisture, 
and various other factors. Reports show that 31 per cent of the limited 
crop yields in the Great Plains are due to inadequate annual precipitation. 
Short, mesquite grass, known as buffalo grass, thrives in this 
region. The grass, once furnishing excellent grazing for buffaloes, 
now serves as grazing for cattle and other animals of the farmers. During 
the dust storm era of the 1930 1 s much of the grass appeared to be dead, 
but, with the return of better years, most of it revived. 
There are a number of animals, birds, and species of fish found 
in Gove County. Rabbits were a pest of the 1930 1 s, but they are now 
not a problem; however, coyotes are causing the farmer considerable dam-
age. other animals in the county include prairie dogs, coons, muskrats, 
skunks, badgers, minks, ground squirrels, red squirrels, and opposlllils. 
The most important game bird in the county is the pheasant. 
The first trees in the county were found along the streams; but, 
today, trees can be found on most farms and in the towns. Many of the 
inhabitants have planted trees for wind protection, beauty, and for the 
fruits they produce. In 1946, th~re were 60 bushels of peaches, 30 
bushels of pears, and 400 pounds of grapes produced. 
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History of Gove County 
When the white man first came to this regi on, he found the Indians 
and the buffaloes. The Pawnees were the most powerful tribe at that 
time, but they lost their supremacy to the Cheyennes, .Araphoes, and the 
Sioux. The Indians were unfriendly, and they resisted the coming of the 
whites. They regarded the buffalo range as their last line of defense 
in their struggle to retain their primitive way of life. Eventually, 
however, they gave way to the white man1 s civilization, and fled to the 
north. Probably the last Indians in this area were the Cheyennes who 
left in 1882. 
Gove County was created by the Kansas legislature in 1868, but no 
settlers came until around 1878. Some of the early settlers were the 
Pennsylvania Dutch who settled south of Buffalo Park, the Holland Dutch 
who settled in the territory southwest of Grainfield, and the Bretherns 
who settled near Quinter . A settlement of people of Russi an and German 
descent was established around Park in 1900. Many of the early settlers 
did not remain in the county very longo 
One of the early trails that crossed Gove County was the Smoky 
Hill Trail, which followed along the Smoley Hill River. The first stage 
line on the trail had a short existence, but a expedition was sent 
from Leavenworth in 1860 to open the route again. The expediti on, 
however, did not succeed in making the rou~e popular. 
The Smoky Hill route sprang to life in 1865 when David A. Butter-
field took over the line and built up a thriving business. The Indians 
attacked many of his stagecoaches, so Butterfield sold out to the Holiday 
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Overland & Express Company, who later sold the line to the Wells, Fargo 
& Company. The line was in operation until the completion of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. 
Another trail important in the history of Gove County was the 
Texas Cattle Trail. It entered the county six miles west of the south-
east corner and extended across country to Buffalo Park. Thousands of 
cattle were driven over t he trail, but, due to complaints of the farmers, 
cattle drives were prohibited from crossing the county in 1883 by the 
state legislature. 
Charles Sternberg, the noted fossil hunter, made his first 
excursions to Western Kansas in the last part of the 1870's. He explored 
all of t he chalk beds from the mouth of HackbeTry Creek, in the eastern 
part of the county , to Fort Wallace on the south fork of the Smoky Hill. 
The settlers u~ed many of the wagon trails that were left by his party. 
Following 1879 a period of lean years came, and many settlers 
left the county ; however, some of them were too poor to leave. They 
resorted to such jobs as gathering buf'falo bones to sell in order t o 
earn a livelihood. The legislature appropriated $25,000 for western 
Kansas relief, and Jay Gould, then in control of the Union Pacific, 
contributed a substantial sum of money. 
In 1882 t he ranchers in the region formed the Smoky Hill Cat tle 
Pool. The members in the pool let t heir cattle run on a common range, 
and they shared expenses according to the number of cattle each bad. 
The pool prospered for several years, but heavy snows and frequent 
blizzards in the winter of 1885-86 brought an end to the pool. 
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In the fall of 1886 Gove County was formally organized. The 
county had been attached to Ellis County upon its creation in 1868, and 
to Trego County beginning in 1881. For a few months in 1880 it had 
been organized as a township of Ellis County. 
A considerable number of residents left the county in the 1930's. 
If it had not been for the government benefit payments, probably more 
of them would have left. The return of better years with normal 
precipitation again increased the farmer's confidence in agriculture. 
World War II brought new problems to the farmers, but in spite 
of the difficulties in getting labor and materials, most of the farmers 
prospered during this period. 
Agriculture 
The early farmers in Gove County brought seeds with them from 
their eastern homes, but the seeds were not suitable to this region, 
and the farmers' first crops were almost complete failures. Being unable 
to grow crops, the farmers turned to raising cattle. People who wished 
to farm were discouraged by the cattlemen from coming to the county. 
During this period, however, new crops were bei ng developed. A new 
variety of wheat brought by Russian settlers proved suitable to climatic 
conditions, and in 1886, 312 bushels of wheat netting a return of $156 
were produced on 96 acres. 
Gradually, more and more acres were planted to wheat and other 
crops. In 1897, for the first time in the history of Gove County, the 
produce of the fields was worth more than the livestock. In 1903 came 
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a phenomenal wheat crop with wheat averaging 25 bushels per acre. Great 
amounts of moisture did not fall, but the precipitation came at the times 
when it was most needed. 
The population of the county doubled between 1896 and 1906, and 
the value of livestock increased over four and a half times. The future 
of the county was not always so bright, because in 1911, 1912, and 1913, 
the yield from crops was far below average, and in 1912 occured the 
"horse disease.u More favorable weather conditions occurred again in 
1914, and, for three consecutive years, over a million bushels of grain 
were produced in the county. Although farmers were not able to take 
advantage of the high prices in World War I because of poor crop yields, 
the stockmen made money. The livestock values went over the two million 
mark. 
In 1920 the wheat crop was worth five million dollars, and 
moderate crops were raised during the rest of the decade, with 1923 and 
19Z7 being the poorest years. The dust storm era of the 19301 s seemed 
to be the end of Gove County agriculture. If it had not been for the 
government benefit payments, many farmers would have lost their farms. 
Finally, on Friday, May 10, 1936, the rains came and brought an end t o 
the dust storms. 
Comparatively good years f9llowed, and the farmers again renewed 
their confidence in agriculture. Favorable years and high prices brought 
prosperity to the farmers during the years' of World War II and the years 
immediately following. 
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The average value of property per farm, in a general way, tends 
to indicate the economic status of the farmer. The early settlers usu-
ally lacked the necessary capital for the purchase of machinery and 
livestock to carry on extensive agricultural operations. As the years 
passed and new farming techniques were discovered, the farmers began to 
accwnulate some capital, much of which they reinvested. The average value 
of land, fences, and buildings per farm in 1890 was around $1,152; whereas, 
by 1920 the average value of land and buildings per farm was $14,048. 
Increased use of machinery is indicated by t he comparison of 
the value of machinery in 1920, 1930, and 1940. Machinery was valued 
at $673,245 in 1920, and in 1930 it was valued at more than twice this 
figure. By 1940 the estimated value of machinery of 691 farms reporting 
was $767,863. 
The size of farms are larger today than they were in the early 
days of Gove County. Although t he semi-arid climatic conditions of 
western Kansas made it economically advisable for him t o carry on exten-
sive agricultural operations, the early farmer did not have the machinery 
and capital to enable him to do so. 
There were 251 tenants in Gove County in 1920, and 304 tenants 
in 1930, but, in 1945 there were only 175 tenants. Many of the previous 
tenants had acquired ownership of land; however, the decrease in the 
number of tenants was also due to farmers hiring workers instead of 
renting the land to would-be tenants. 
The livestock industry is an important industry in Gove County; 
however, the raising of wheat is the primary industry. Western Kansasr 
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rolling plains are conducive to large scale power methods of farming. 
This f actor bas contributed to elevating the Great Plains to the position 
of a leading wheat growing region. The yield of wheat per acre fluctu-
ates from year to year . Favorable conditions in recent years have 
resulted in farmers bringing considerable land into cultivation which 
is not suitable for farming under normal conditions. 
It is the intent of Gove County farmers to put their land to its 
best use, and by using scientific farming practices, t o get the most 
from their land. Attempts are being made to conserve t he moderately 
low rainfall and to prevent erosion. A combination of practices are 
being employed in order to conserve moisture for growing crops. Conser-
vation of crop residues, contour farming, terracing, fallow, cloddy 
tillage, and timely tillage are important agricultural practices used 
to a great advantage. Proper vegetative and mechanical measures are 
to be taken to prevent erosion f r om both wind and water. 
Transportation 
The Union Pacific Railroad, which runs across the northern part 
of Gove County, was completed through this area by April 1, 1868. Set -
tlers hoped that other railroads would cro"ss the county, and one railroad, 
the Garden City , Gulf & Northern Railroad was chartered, but it never 
carried out its plans. The railroad transports much of the farmer 's 
products to markets to the east and west , and, throughout most of the 
year it can handle most of the services demanded of it. 
The roads in Gove County are under the county unit system, placing 
all roads under the control of the board of county commissioners, except 
L_ 
89 . 
state and federal aid highways. Highway 23, which runs north and south 
through the middle of the county, and US 40, which runs through the 
northern part of t he county, have oiled surfaces. All of the county 
roads and some of the township roads are graveled. 
Mineral Resources 
There has been speculation for a number of years that there 
was oil in Gove County , but the first producing well was not drilled 
until 1951. There are now several producing wells, and further develop-
ment of the field is being pushed along rapidly. The oil industry will 
probably have an important economic effect upon the future progress of 
the county. 
other minerals found in the county include salt , volcanic ash, 
gypsum, sand, gravel, and rock. Salt, volcanic ash, and gypsum have 
not been produced connnercially. and, gravel, and rock are used mostly 
within the county. 
Towns 
The economic progress of Gove County tends to be reflected in 
the development of the towns. There are four towns in the county: Gove, 
Quinter, Buffalo Park, Grainfield, and Grinnell. Gove, the county seat, 
is the only one not located along the Union Pacific Railroad and Highway 
us 40. 
Buffalo Park was the first town to be platted in Gove County, but 
Grainfield was the first one to be incorporated. It was incorporated in 
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1887, and in the follm?ing year Gove was incorporated. Quinter, Grinnell, 
and Buffalo Park were the last towns to be incorporated, being incorporated 
in 1909, 1917, and 1948 respectively. 
Although none of the towns are very large, Quinter is the largest, 
having a population 726 in 1950. The population of the other towns in 
the same year were: Buffalo Park, 245; Gove, 216; Grainfield, 365; and 
Grinnell, 353. 
Schools 
According to records, the first public school in Gove County was 
established in 1878, and in 1880 Mr. A. J. R. Smith became the first 
head of public instruction. By 1889 there were 1108 pupils enrolled in 
the elementary schools, and there were 47 teachers employed. By 1928 
there were 1277 pupils in the elementary schools, with 89 teachers 
employed. 
There were/$ elementary school districts in Gove County by June, 
1938, several of them employing two or more teachers. As many of the 
school districts have been consolidated, t oday there are only a few . 
rural school houses in the county . 
In 1903 the first high school in the county was established at 
Gove, but many taxpayers did not think the school was needed so it had 
only a short existence. Another high school was founded in 1910 by the 
Gove City School district. By 1912 all of t he other towns in the county 
had established high schools. Parts of the county are incorpor ated in 
two joining rural high school districts administered in other counties. 
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The only college ever started in Gove County, the G. A. R. 
Memorial College, operated for just a short time. 
Newspapers 
Many newspapers have com~ and disappeared during the history of 
Gove County. Some of them were: The Buffalo Park Express , Settler ' s 
Guide, Cap Sheaf, Golden Belt,~ City Gazette, People's Press, 
Buffalo Park Pioneer, Graphic, Smoky Globe, Quinter Republican, Echo, 
Gove County Republican, and the Gove County Leader. Today the four news-
papers in the county are: the Gove County Republican Gazette, Grainfield 
Cap Sheaf, Grinnell Record, and the. ~ County Advocate. 
Population Growth and Characteristics 
Most of the early settlements in Gove County were found along the 
Union Pacific Railroad, the first settlement being established around the 
townsite of Buffalo Park. Prosperous years and years of drought had a 
direct influence upon the number of the people in the county. Many of 
the first settlements lasted only a short time . 
Various nationalities are found in the county, and the people of 
each nationality have contributed their part to its economic, political, 
and social development. Among the nationalities represented are: Stqedish, 
English, German, and Russian. 
The county is not very densely populated, and most of the people 
live on farms. The average population for the county was 4.5 persons t o 
the square mile in 1940 and in 1952 the average population was 4.17 persons 
per square mile. 
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